Asian Americans

Step 1 Read about Asian Americans’ struggle for civil rights in Section 5, and complete the
Reading Notes for this group.

Step 2 Read the excerpt below.

Step 3 Complete your Station Notes for this group by copying two sentences from the

“Yellow Power!” article.

 One must more fully explain what changes Asian American activists were fighting for.
Draw a line connecting this quotation to your “Changes Wanted” notes.

« The other must more fully explain what actions this group used to achieve change. Draw
a line connecting this quotation to your “How Achieved” notes.

At least one quotation must come from the placard.

In 19609, the first issue of the newspaper Gidra was published by a group of Asian American stu-
dents. The students organized to change the status of Asian Americans in society. They called for
Asian studies programs in colleges, the development of a united Asian American community, and
improvement in the social status of women. They also wanted an end to racism, especially the
negative stereotyping of Asians in the media. In the following excerpt from a Gidra article, writer
Larry Kubota explains the meaning of Yellow Power. More of the article can be read on the plac-
ard.

Excerpt from “Yellow Power!” by Larry Kubota

Yellow Power must become a revolutionary force and align itself with the oppressed people of the
Third World. Only by changing society in total can Asians and other alienated people survive and
determine their own destinies.

However, there is one thing that must never be forgotten: Yellow Power must not be used to obtain
a larger piece of an “action” that is degrading and unhumanistic. In a land that preaches democracy
but practices oligarchy and where people are separated into favored “establishment” and culturally
deprived and alienated mass, fundamental changes in the social order are called for.

Yellow Power is a call for all Asian Americans to end the silence that has condemned us to suffer
in this racist society and to unite with our Black, Brown and Red brothers of the Third World for
survival, self-determination, and the creation of a more humanistic society.
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'Hecessa::'y But Not Sufficient

YELLOW POWER!

By Larry Kubota

“Power concedes nothing without demand, It

- never did and 1t pever will, Find out Just what

any people will quletly submic to and you have

fourd out the exact measure of icjustice and wrong

. which will be Imposed upon them, and thess will

continue tll they are resisted with either words or

blow, of with both, The limiu of fyrants are pre=~

sceibed ty the endurance of those whom they
oppress,”™

Frederick Douglas

In Los Angeles In 1871, a mob of a thousand
persons marched Into the Chinese section, selzed
victims, overpowered the officers of the law and
hanged at least 22 Chiness men, women, acd

+ children, No attemp: was made to bring these
people e justice,
" Asian American history (s fiiled with innumerable
Aacist incidents, Some are overz, such a3 the
7 one given above, Cthers are covert—psychological
oppression  educational deprivetion, and econoxic
! exploftation=—ead are equally destructive,

Looking back into the past, it {s incredible that
| we have uken s lcag to confront this problem of
? macism, We are relegated o second=clam cltizer-
' ship, and adding Insult upon In‘ury, we are told ©

Se thaakful for our blessings.
We mied only the tactic of adaptation. We
to our zeatment with an “Orlental™ smile
and a polite *‘tbank you,™

Asian Pride

Today, bowever, is the dawn of & new era, We
have finally resched the ltmics of our tlerance and
have begun to explore s new alternative, Asian

- A have red ered thelr splrit and pride
an¢ are becoming a force to be reckoned with, In
San Francisco, San Mateo, Llos Angeles, and else~
where, yellow people are fighting side by side with
other Third World people for reform in soclecy, and
in particalar, the educational sysem,

This 13 a cew role for the Asian American, It

f lsa rejection of the passtve Orlenzal stesectype acd
symbolizes the birth of a cew Aslan—coe who will
tecognize and deal with Infustices, The shout of
Yellow Power, symbollc of our new directicn, s
reverbezating In the quiet corrldors of the Aslaa

community,,

“Asian parents push their children to ‘make
tt," not realizing that when the process ls
complete, children ey refect thels pereats,™

}  Yellow Power (s symbolic of the type of rapld
imul change occumring today whichk no group or
. indvidual can (gnote. It is appareat, however, that
! many of us do not understand the meaning of Yellow
| Power and fits relationship to the changes currently
} takicg place 1n American Soclery,
| Yellow Power means that we as Asiaa Americans
L are seeking greater conurol over the dirgction of our
tives. It alio expresses a determination to effect
feoumuuu changes (n the larger soclety, It (s not
s call for Aslans o move out of the mainsteam of
| American life, but insead It says that we should be
sble o dictate some of the terms of eawyr nto that

5 maasmeam,

Some kave asked why do we need Yellow Powerd
There are threa basic reasons. Pust, Yellow Power
must develop for the self-preservation of yellow
people in America, Becond, It must develop s
that we can determine our cwn destiny, And third,
{t must develop o that Aslan Americans can con=
tribute tc the creation of a traly humanlstic soctety,

Tc answer the question regarding the necessity
of Yellow Power for our self-preservation, let us
review a few events [n our history, some of which

are clted by Dr, Hamry H, L, Kliano tn ks book,
The Japaness i the United States

® Rock Springs, Wyoming, 1835 29 Chiness
are murdered, thelr homes destroyed and thelr
belongiags scattered, because the Chinesws were
percelved as economic threats,

*“Yellow Power {s & call for Aslan Americans
to end the stlence that has condemncd us
w0 suffer ic this racist soctety,” ,

U.5.A., 1942t 110,000 Japanese-Americans
are imprisoned (n concentration camps without
erlal,

* U, S. Congress, 1945: Oklahora Congressman
Jed Joknwoa proposes mass sterilization of the
5 in the tion camps,

P

* TLos Angeles, 1g69: The Ccuncil cf Orleztal
Orgacizations Is ousted from a meeting of the
Concetned Citizeas for Community Colleges—
the Los Angeles veron of the White Cltfzen’s
Council, The reason given for the ouster [
that the Criental commueity {s *“politically le=
relovaat,”

The foregoing clearly {llustrait the cnageous and
frequently violeat acts perpemated against Aslan=

- Americans by this so-called democratic soclety, It

should be remembered that {n America, all peopls
of color have suffered as much or more, The.con=
ditlon of peorie of color In America {1 one of help=
lessness and powerlesmess,

Yellow Power is a call to reject our past and
present condition of powerlessess, When we antaln
8 positon of power in this soctety, we can have
more control oves our lives and begin to determine
our own destiny. This (s the second reason for
Yellow Power.

White-washed Asians

Tracitionally, yellow pecple have spent a great
deal of time observing the behavior and mannerisms
of whits people, We bave mied w act ltke them,
speak ltke them, look like them, and be ke them
o every way. We have oven been willing to
sacrifice family reladlonships to emulats whites, For
examples, Aslan parents push tiolr children to “‘make
{t," not reallzingthat when the process Is complets,
children may reject their parenzs, ‘The children
feel ashamed of thelr parents because thelr parents

do not measure dp to ths whlte standards that they

bave been twold to hold supreme,

It s time we understood that white people cannct
be taken a3 models, More than enyone ebe, It is
they who ate In dire need of reevaluazing thelr
sazdards acd values, It s they who have been
gullty of bigotry and hypocrisy, It is they who have
created a country where racism s rampant,

The white youth of today are learning that George
Washington, the father of our country, was a slave
owner, They are athamed as they watch the heroes
of thelr fathers on television killing Indlans, enslave
Black men, colonlalizing frown men, ard demeantng
Yellow men, all In an effort tc sustain the myth of
White supremacy,

We must tecognize, as ver suggests,
that it {s among the White youth of world that
the greatest changs is taking place, It ls they who
feal the pain of finding thelr tnherited heroes turned
Into villlans, In the world revolution now undet way,
the heroes are Do longer peopls who are white,
Tcday the heroes are Baver, Martln Luther
Xing, Jt., Malcolm ¥X; Mao Tse , Che Guevara,

~
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Asian Americans Raise Their Voices

Asian Americans also joined the broad movement for civil
rights in the 1960s. In fact, the farmworkers' strike against

1 California grape growers was launched by Asian American

t activists. Larry ltliong, one of the leaders of a largely Filipino
farmworkers' union, played a key role in this strike. He and

= other Filipino activists also helped form the United Farm

| Workers. They were part of a growing movement for Asian
American rights.

The “Model Minority”

Like Latinos, Asian Americans are a diverse group. They have
ties by birth or culture to the countries of eastern and southern Asia.Asian groups with a
longstanding history in the United States include Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, and Koreans.
Starting in the 1870s, the U.S. government set limits on Asian immigration. The Immigration
Act of 1965 removed those limits, and the number of Asian immigrants increased greatly. In
recent decades, people from such countries as India, Vietnam, and Cambodia have added even
more diversity to the Asian American population.

From the 1960s to the 1980s, many
Asian Americans thrived in the United
States. They were sometimes called the
“model minority” because they were
seen as working hard and succeeding
without protesting or making

demands. Some people even pointed to
their progress as proof that ethnic
differences were no barrier to success in
American society. But these arguments,
along with the “model minority” label,
aroused resentment among other
minorities, who sometimes felt that

Asian Americans received favorable treatment.
The perceived success of Asian Americans was only partly true. Although data from 1980 show
that many Asian Americans earned salaries higher than the national average, more than half
lived in just three states: New York, California, and Hawaii. These states have a very high cost
of living, a measure that includes the price of food, housing, and other essentials. People had to
earn more to live in those states. Also, many Asian American households include several adult
wage earners, a fact that was reflected in higher family incomes.

Furthermore, although many Asian Americans had attended college and entered professions,
others had not. Many Asian immigrants had low-paying jobs, limited English language skills,
and little education. Like other minorities, they faced discrimination because they were not
white.

College Students Unite to Be Heard

Asian American students began to call for equal rights in the 1960s. On some college campuses,
student activists organized a political movement. Their stated aim was to end racial oppression
“through the power of a consolidated yellow people.” Yellow Power became their slogan.

In 1968 and 1969, Asian American students at San Francisco State University and the
University of California at Berkeley helped organize student strikes. They wanted more
minority participation in university affairs. They also called for academic programs that focused
on ethnic and racial issues. At the time, minority perspectives played little role in university
education.

Their efforts succeeded. In 1969, San Francisco State started the country's first school of ethnic
studies. Between 1968 and 1973, many other colleges and universities also set up Asian
American studies programs.

These new programs had a great impact on students. Helen Zia, a Chinese American, recalled,
“In college, I learned that I was an Asian American. I learned that I didn't have to call myself

Oriental like a rug. It was like a light bulb going off.” What Zia and many others learned about
their heritage gave them a new understanding of their identity and rights in American society

Fighting for Internment
Reparations

One key battle for Asian American
rights focused on Japanese American
internment during World War

II. Executive Order 9066 had forced
many into internment camps, and the
Supreme Court's 1944 ruling

in Korematsu v. United States had
upheld the order. Thirty years later,
many people began to demand

<3 reparations for this historic injustice,
In the 1970s, a younger generation of Japanese Americans inspired by the Black Power
movement spoke out against the discrimination their families had suffered. In 1978, a group in
Seattle held the first Day of Remembrance. They shared family stories and discussed the
hardships of internment.One organizer described the event as a “way to reclaim our past and
make it our own.” The Day of Remembrance is now observed in other cities, too.

Meanwhile, the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), which was formed in 1929 to
defend the rights of Japanese Americans, sought legal remedy. In 1978, it began to pursue

compensation for the suffering in the internment camps. In 1988, Congress finally apologized
for the internment. It also authorized payment of $20,000 to each survivor. Although the sum

was relatively small compared to individual losses, this official response helped to make up for
a historic wrong.




