American Revolution 2.2
SSUSH4 Analyze the ideological, military, social, and diplomatic aspects of the American Revolution. Endeavors
d. Investigate the role of geography at Battles of Trenton, Saratoga, and Yorktown.
American Revolution
The American Revolution actually began long before the Declaration of Independence was ever written. By the time delegates to the Second Continental Congress signed the document in the summer of 1776, colonists and British forces had been fighting for over a year. King George III of England did not expect a long war. After all, the British possessed one of the world's most formidable armies and its mightiest navy. How could a disorganized band of untrained colonists possibly defeat them? The colonists, however, enjoyed one advantage that the British did not; they were fighting for their homeland and the right to govern themselves. This made them more determined, if not more prepared, to win the war. In addition, many colonists had fought alongside the British in the French and Indian War and were familiar with their tactics. Colonial leaders also knew that, if they failed, they would all hang for treason. In short, the American colonists had no option but victory.
American Revolution 
20. Who was the king of England? 
21. Why did the British and King George II not expect a long war? 
22. What were two advantages that the colonist had over the British?
Document Analysis 2
[image: E:\2017 U.S. History\Image Database\Unit 2 American Revolution\Crossing of Delaware.jpg]
Document Analysis 2 
23. Based on your knowledge of history, what historical event is being described by the image? 
24. Based on your knowledge of history, what historical figure is leading the attack? 
25. Based on your knowledge, is the image historically accurate?
Battle of Trenton
A month later, General George Washington arrived, after being appointed by the Continental Congress to command the American army. In March, 1776, the British left Boston and eventually made their way to New York. There, despite his best efforts, the British forced Washington to abandon the city and start a long and humiliating retreat. Plagued by a lack of supplies, undisciplined soldiers, and the desertion of many of his troops (either illegally or because their enlistments had expired), Washington and his army seemed on the brink of defeat. Then, in December 1776, Washington made a daring move. He surprised his enemy by crossing the Delaware River on Christmas night and attacking the Hessians (Germans hired to fight for the British) and subsequent Battle of Trenton (New Jersey).
Having finally tasted victory at the Battle of Trenton, Washington's troops did not let up. Leaving their camp fires burning so as to make the enemy think they were still there, Washington's army slipped away in the middle of the night to launch another surprise attack at Princeton. Washington's victories in New Jersey greatly lifted American morale and gave people hope that, perhaps, the revolution could actually succeed.
Battle of Trenton 
26. What city did the British force Washington to abandon? 
27. What was Washington’s daring move in December 1776? 
28. Did the Continental Army win the Battle of Trenton? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]29. Summarize: What was the geographic significance of the Battle of Trenton?
Battle of Saratoga
The Battle of Saratoga is another critical battle from the Revolutionary War in which geography contributed to the American victory. The British plan to defeat the rebellious Americans was to take control of New York, which would drive a wedge between New England and the rest of the colonies. If the colonies were divided, the British believed the Americans would have no choice but to end the war. British commander General John Burgoyne was leading his forces south from Canada down Lake Champlain to the Hudson River. British General William Howe was to lead another force toward the north from New York City. The coordinated movements of the British was intended to secure the entire New York region. Howe, instead of trekking north as part of the plan to assist Burgoyne, pursued control of Philadelphia. Burgoyne subsequently was trapped by the Americans at Saratoga, New York and forced to surrender his forces. 
The American commander who faced Burgoyne as the British moved south from Canada was General Horatio Gates. The British force was slowed because of the large supply convoy that traveled with Burgoyne. While Burgoyne slowly made his way from Canada toward the south, the Americans were steadily building fortifications on the high ground around Saratoga. Bemis Heights is a ridge that overlooks the Hudson River Valley where Burgoyne’s British forces were headed. Having cannon on top of the ridge and fortified walls at the base gave the Americans control of the area. 
When Burgoyne’s British forces approached the fighting ensued. After a number of weeks of intense fighting, the British were surrounded and Burgoyne was forced to surrender on October 17, 1777. Controlling the high ground at Bemis Heights with fortifications at the Hudson River geographically contributed to the American victory at Saratoga. This victory is considered a turning point in the American Revolution because it signaled to France that the Americans had a chance of winning. The French had been reluctant of openly agree to an alliance with the Americans for fear that victory was not possible. The victory at Saratoga was just what Benjamin Franklin needed in his European negotiations for alliance and support of the American cause. 
Battle of Saratoga 
30. Why did the British want to win the Battle of Saratoga? 
31. According to the British, what would happen if the colonies were divided? 
32. The British and Burgoyne subsequently was trapped by the Americans at ____________________, New York and forced to _______________________his forces. 
33. While British forces were slow to arrive from Canada, what were the Americans building at Saratoga? 
34. What was the importance of Bemis Heights at Saratoga? 
35. Summarize: What was the geographic significance of the Battle of Saratoga? 
36. Why was the Battle of Saratoga considered a turning point in the American Revolution?
Battle of Yorktown
Eventually, British General Charles Cornwallis regrouped and invaded North Carolina. He pursued the southern US forces, now under the command of Nathanael Greene, hoping to force them into a decisive battle that would crush the revolution in the South. After leading the British on a long chase that extended into Virginia and forced Cornwallis to exhaust many of his supplies, Greene eventually engaged the British forces at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse at what is today Greensboro, NC. Cornwallis won, but at a heavy cost. To win the battle, he had to fire his cannons into the midst of the battle, killing many of his own men. In need of supplies, he marched his forces north to the coastal town of Yorktown, Virginia, where he hoped to receive what he needed from British ships. Realizing that Cornwallis was now trapped on the Virginia peninsula, Washington marched south to pin him between the Continental Army and the Atlantic Ocean. Meanwhile, the French navy provided a blockade that prevented British ships from coming to Cornwallis' rescue. On October 19, 1781, Cornwallis surrendered to Washington at Yorktown. So humiliated was the British general that he could not even deliver his sword in person. (In those days, the losing general gave his sword to the victorious general as part of a formal ceremony of surrender.) 
Battle of Yorktown 
37. Who was the British General in charge of the Southern Army? 
38. What U.S. Commander fought against General Cornwallis? 
39. Why did General Cornwallis settle his troop in Yorktown, Virginia? 
40. What geographic feature cause General Cornwallis and the British to be trapped at Yorktown? 
41. What was the role of the French navy during the Battle of Yorktown? 
42. Who did General Cornwallis surrender to at the Battle of Yorktown? 
43. Summarize: What was the geographic significance of the Battle of Yorktown? 
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over the appropriateness of vote recounts. Ultimately, the Supreme Court ruled that a statewide vote
recount would be unconstitutional and Bush was declared the winner in Florida. The nation was greatly
divided moving forward to the 2001 inauguration of George W. Bush.

The political division caused by the
controversial election quickly came to an end with the
national tragedy experienced on September 11, 2001.

On that fateful day, an Islamist terrorist group launched
a series of attacks on the United States using airplanes
as weapons. The World Trade Center Twin Towers in
New York City and the Pentagon in Washington D.C.
were hit and another airliner crashed after passengers
and crewmembers forced the terrorists to crash prior to
reaching an unspecified Washington D.C. target.

In response, and with overwhelming support of
both Congress and the American people, Bush quickly
signed the Patriot Act. The law allowed the United
States government to hold foreign citizens suspected of
being terrorists for up to seven days without charging

them with a crime. The law also increased the ability of FEMA Map Showing Impact of 9/11
American law enforcement agencies to search private Attack on World Trade Center Buildings
communications and personal records to thwart future and Debris Field

terrorist attacks. The Patriot Act later came under
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Clinton, Bush, and Obama administrations.

d. Examine the historic nature of the presidential election of 2008.

The candidates in the Presidential Election of 2008 campaigned on the issues of the lagging
economy and the war to fight terrorism. Trillions of dollars had been spent on the war in Iraq, the
economy was weakening, and unemployment was on the rise. It was a politically charged campaign that
led to the historic outcome of the
election in which the first person of
color was elected to be President of the
United States.

R Many Americans and journalists
thought Hillary Clinton would be the
Democratic nominee for the 2008
Presidential Election. Instead the
Democratic Party nominated Barack
Obama. His platform of "Hope and
Change," delivered with skilled oratory,
captured the attention of his party and
many Americans. Obama was relatively
new to national politics having only

served one term as a Senator from lllinois.

Barack Obama was a 47 year old, Harvard
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President set to fill Lincoln’s untimely loss — Andrew Johnson.

Andrew Johnson had been
chosen by Abraham Lincoln to be
Vice President for his second term
in office. Johnson was a Democrat
from Tennessee, who remained
loyal to the Union during the Civil
War even though he was a
supporter of slavery. His loyalty to
the Union was about bringing
down the wealthy plantation
owners. Johnson believed these
aristocrats restricted the small
farmers’ ability to make money.
Johnson was added to Lincoln’s
1864 Presidential ticket because he
was a Democrat from the South
and would be a symbol of goodwill
as the Civil War was coming to a
close. Lincoln wanted to send a
message of reconciliation.

FileLincoln assassination slide c1900.png|

Lincoln’s Assassination at Ford’s Theater
by John Wilkes Booth
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enemy, as had radical members of the
Knights of Labor. He also urged union
members to work with owners for higher
pay and better working conditions. The
American Federation of Labor was not
trying to reform the universal economic
system; rather it promoted practical goals
that would impact the daily lives of
individual workers. Even though Gompers
supported negotiation between workers
and owners, he was not above using work
stoppages (labor strikes) to obtain what
was desired.

Gompers' tactics proved to be very
effective until the Great Depression. The
AFL was successful due to its sheer
numbers - over one million members by

1901 and four million members at its height
of power. The development of labor unions
of the United States, including the AFL and

others, brought more awareness to the
growing division between business
management and workers. The conflict
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women to government
positions. Following World
War Il, Eleanor Roosevelt became

Eleanor Roosevelt speech at Chicago World's Fair (1933)

known as "First Lady of the
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World" due to her service with

the United Nations. Some
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Interstate Highway Act not only shored up the nation's ability to move military defenses more
efficiently, but it also forever changed population patterns and allowed for the growth of suburbia.

e

THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS

STATUS OF IMPROVEMENT AS OF SEPTEMBER 0,1070

Interstate
Highway
System -
Status of
Completion
as of 1976

The fear of communism's infiltration of the United States was another domestic issue that had a
significant effect on post-war society. Senator Joseph McCarthy, a Republican from Wisconsin, was
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