American Revolution 2.2

SSUSH4 Analyze the ideological, military, social, and diplomatic aspects of the American Revolution. Endeavors
b. Explain the reason for and significance of the French alliance and other foreign assistance including the diplomacy of Benjamin Franklin and John Adams.
French Alliance
The US relied heavily on an alliance with the French to defeat the British. Although the colonists had a great amount of desire for independence and the willingness to fight, they had no navy, barely an army, and very little money for supplies and weapons. France, however, could supply all these things. Shortly after signing the Declaration of Independence, the Continental Congress sent John Adams and Benjamin Franklin to Paris to try to convince the French to form an open alliance with the US. After the American victory at Saratoga, the French finally agreed. France promised money, troops, and the support of the French navy. Following the US-French treaty, Great Britain and France were soon at war with each other in Europe as well, forcing the British to fight on two continents.
French Alliance 
1. What country did the U.S. rely on to defeat the British? 
2. Summarize: How did Benjamin Franklin and John Adams impact the American Revolution? 
3. What did France promise American?
c. Analyze George Washington as a military leader including but not limited to the influence of Baron von Steuben, the Marquis de Lafayette, and the significance of Valley Forge in the creation of a professional military.
Role of Military Leaders
George Washington was a Virginian and former surveyor who eventually became a soldier, wealthy landowner, and respected delegate to the Continental Congress. As a young military officer, he served with the British during the French and Indian War. Because of his military experience, the Continental Congress chose him to command its new army after declaring independence from Great Britain (a decision that infuriated John Hancock, the Congress' president, because he wanted the position).
Washington faced many challenges to building an army. Not only was he fighting one of the most powerful military forces in history, but he also had to form an army out of a band of undisciplined farmers, frontiersmen, and volunteers. Many of his men enlisted for only short periods and planned on returning home after only a few weeks of service. Washington was constantly short of men and begging soldiers to remain longer than they were obligated. In addition, he normally found himself short of supplies and money. As a result, his men usually had to camp in cold and wet conditions with very few clothes and often no pay. Many times, his soldiers did not have shoes, even in the dead of winter. Still, Washington turned out to be an amazing leader. His willingness to ride into the heat of battle, risking his own life to lead his men, greatly inspired and won the loyalty of his soldiers. Although leaders in Congress often criticized him and questioned his judgment for not winning more of his early battles, Washington's ability to hold his army together and frustrate the British allowed the Continental Army the time it needed to grow its ranks and become better trained. His ability to lead the American forces to victory in light of the obstacles he faced and the enemy that opposed him makes George Washington one of the greatest military leaders of all time.
Role of Military Leaders 
4. What war did George Washington participate in as a young military officer? 
5. List two challenges George Washington face while building an army? 
6. What did George Washington do to help him win the loyalty of his soldiers? 
7. What makes George Washington one of the greatest military leaders of all time? 
8. Summarize: What was the role of George Washington during the American Revolution? 
9. Summarize: What was the significance of Baron von Steuben? 
10. Summarize: What was the significance of Marquis de LaFayette? 
11. Summarize: What was the significance of Valley Forge?
Document Analysis 1
"The unfortunate soldiers were in want of everything; they had neither coats nor hats, nor shirts, nor shoes. Their feet and their legs froze until they were black, and it was often necessary to amputate them."
               			Source: Marquis de Lafayette on the Conditions at Valley Forge
Document Analysis 1 
12. Summarize Marquis de Lafeyette’s view on the Conditions at Valley Forge. 
Following the victory at Saratoga, the Continental Army (official name given the US forces) endured a harsh winter at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Poorly supplied and lacking warm clothes, many of Washington's men proved too sick to serve. A number of them even died. Fortunately, thanks to the efforts of Washington and a Prussian named Baron Friedrich Von Steuben, the army effectively used its time at Valley Forge to become better trained. Once the warm weather returned, Washington's army returned to battle more determined and better prepared to meet the British in battle.
A Frenchman known as the Marquis de Lafayette made his way to America to fight for the revolution. Although only 19 years old, he proved to be a talented and valiant soldier who quickly won the confidence of General Washington. Congress eventually gave Lafayette his own command. He finally asked to return to France in 1778 in order to fight for his homeland against the British following France's treaty with the US. He and Washington remained lifelong friends and Washington even served as godfather to Lafayette's son: George Washington Lafayette.
Role of Military Leaders 
13. What was the name of the US forces during the American Revolution? 
14. What kind of conditions did soldier live in at Valley Forge? 
15. What country was Baron von Steuben from? 
16. Summarize: What was the significance of Baron von Steuben? 
17. Summarize: What was the significance of Valley Forge? 
18. Who was Marquis de Lafayette? 
19. Summarize: What was the significance of Marquis de LaFayette?
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Clinton, Bush, and Obama administrations.

d. Examine the historic nature of the presidential election of 2008.

The candidates in the Presidential Election of 2008 campaigned on the issues of the lagging
economy and the war to fight terrorism. Trillions of dollars had been spent on the war in Iraq, the
economy was weakening, and unemployment was on the rise. It was a politically charged campaign that
led to the historic outcome of the
election in which the first person of
color was elected to be President of the
United States.

R Many Americans and journalists
thought Hillary Clinton would be the
Democratic nominee for the 2008
Presidential Election. Instead the
Democratic Party nominated Barack
Obama. His platform of "Hope and
Change," delivered with skilled oratory,
captured the attention of his party and
many Americans. Obama was relatively
new to national politics having only

served one term as a Senator from lllinois.

Barack Obama was a 47 year old, Harvard
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President set to fill Lincoln’s untimely loss — Andrew Johnson.

Andrew Johnson had been
chosen by Abraham Lincoln to be
Vice President for his second term
in office. Johnson was a Democrat
from Tennessee, who remained
loyal to the Union during the Civil
War even though he was a
supporter of slavery. His loyalty to
the Union was about bringing
down the wealthy plantation
owners. Johnson believed these
aristocrats restricted the small
farmers’ ability to make money.
Johnson was added to Lincoln’s
1864 Presidential ticket because he
was a Democrat from the South
and would be a symbol of goodwill
as the Civil War was coming to a
close. Lincoln wanted to send a
message of reconciliation.

FileLincoln assassination slide c1900.png|

Lincoln’s Assassination at Ford’s Theater
by John Wilkes Booth
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enemy, as had radical members of the
Knights of Labor. He also urged union
members to work with owners for higher
pay and better working conditions. The
American Federation of Labor was not
trying to reform the universal economic
system; rather it promoted practical goals
that would impact the daily lives of
individual workers. Even though Gompers
supported negotiation between workers
and owners, he was not above using work
stoppages (labor strikes) to obtain what
was desired.

Gompers' tactics proved to be very
effective until the Great Depression. The
AFL was successful due to its sheer
numbers - over one million members by

1901 and four million members at its height
of power. The development of labor unions
of the United States, including the AFL and

others, brought more awareness to the
growing division between business
management and workers. The conflict
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Interstate Highway Act not only shored up the nation's ability to move military defenses more
efficiently, but it also forever changed population patterns and allowed for the growth of suburbia.

e

THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS

STATUS OF IMPROVEMENT AS OF SEPTEMBER 0,1070

Interstate
Highway
System -
Status of
Completion
as of 1976

The fear of communism's infiltration of the United States was another domestic issue that had a
significant effect on post-war society. Senator Joseph McCarthy, a Republican from Wisconsin, was
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over the appropriateness of vote recounts. Ultimately, the Supreme Court ruled that a statewide vote
recount would be unconstitutional and Bush was declared the winner in Florida. The nation was greatly
divided moving forward to the 2001 inauguration of George W. Bush.

The political division caused by the
controversial election quickly came to an end with the
national tragedy experienced on September 11, 2001.

On that fateful day, an Islamist terrorist group launched
a series of attacks on the United States using airplanes
as weapons. The World Trade Center Twin Towers in
New York City and the Pentagon in Washington D.C.
were hit and another airliner crashed after passengers
and crewmembers forced the terrorists to crash prior to
reaching an unspecified Washington D.C. target.

In response, and with overwhelming support of
both Congress and the American people, Bush quickly
signed the Patriot Act. The law allowed the United
States government to hold foreign citizens suspected of
being terrorists for up to seven days without charging

them with a crime. The law also increased the ability of FEMA Map Showing Impact of 9/11
American law enforcement agencies to search private Attack on World Trade Center Buildings
communications and personal records to thwart future and Debris Field

terrorist attacks. The Patriot Act later came under
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