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Quote on Slavery: 

Assenting to the "self-evident truth" maintained in the 
American Declaration of Independence, t 'that all men 
are created equal, and endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights -- among which are life, 
libetty and the pursuit of happiness~>,! shall 
strenuously contend for the immediate 

'. enfranchisement of our slave population ... . I am 
aware, that many object to the severity of my 

'. language; but is there not cause for severity? I will be 
as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice. 

. On this subject (of slavery), I do not wish to think, 
or speak, or write, with moderation. No! no! Tell a 
man whose house is on fire, to give a moderate 
alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from 

: the hand of the ravisher; tell the mother to 

1 gradually extricate her babe from the fire into 
. which it has fallen; -- but urge me not to use 
i moderation in a cause like the present. I am in 
\ earnest -- I will not equivocate -- I will not excuse . 
\ I will not retreat a single inch -- AND I WILL BE 
I HEARD. 
I 

I 
\ "To the Public" in The Liberator (January 1831) 

I http:/ /www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/ 4h2928t.html 
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Frederick Douglass 

Quote on Slavery: 

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of 
: July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, 
1 

more than all other days in the year, the gross 
, injustice and cruelty to which he is the 
· constant victim. To him, your celebration is a 
sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; 
your national greatness, swelling vanity; your 
sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your . 
denunciation of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; : 
your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow 
mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons 
and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade 
and solemnity, are, to Him, mere bombast, fraud, 
deception, impiety, and hypocrisy -- a thin veil to 
cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation 
of savages. There is not a nation on the earth 
guilty of practices more shocking and bloody 
than are the people of the United States, at 
this very hour. 

1 "The Meaning of July Fourth for the N egro" (1852) 
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