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For this project, students will research one of several different significant events/policies during the 

time period of the Cold War.  Students will make use of a variety of research sources, including: 

textbook, library, online, etc.  For the project itself, students will create a “display” to show their 

research.  Their display can take any form of their choosing (poster, PowerPoint, brochure, video, 

etc.) so long as it contains all of the required elements below.  Students must choose from the list 

of events/policies below unless otherwise approved by the teacher. 

Required Elements 

 What happened?  Provide an overview of the major events, people and dates. 

 Did the event increase or decrease tensions between the US and Soviet Union?  Explain. 

 How did the event impact each of the United States and the Soviet Union?  Explain. 

 Why is the event historically significant to the Cold War AND overall human history? 

 In what ways does the event or policy represent: containment, expansionism, détente, 

brinkmanship, deterrence, alignment? (Your event/policy may only be one or several) 

 Include images or political cartoons to accompany your project.  Provide captions that 

explain each image or cartoon and discuss its significance.  (What is it showing?) 

Events/Policies for Research 

 Berlin Blockade/Airlift 

 Space Race 

 Arms Race 

 Cuban Missile Crisis 

 Korean War 

 Rise and Fall of Berlin Wall 

 NATO and Warsaw Pact 

 Vietnam War 

 Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 

 Bay of Pigs 

 Espionage 

 Yalta and Potsdam 

 SALT I and SALT II 

 Red Scare (McCarthyism) 

 Truman Doctrine & Marshall Plan 
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Name(s):_____________________________________   Class: ________________________________ 

Mark: _____ / 22 

 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Required Elements 
and Accuracy 

The project 
includes all 
required elements 
and are 
exceptionally 
accurate. 

All required 
elements are 
included on the 
project, and only 
minor errors are 
present in 
accuracy. 

Some of the 
required elements 
are included on the 
project, and there 
are many issues 
with accuracy. 

Most required 
elements were 
missing, and the 
project lacks 
accuracy. 

Quality of 
Persuasion 

Provides specific, 
and relevant 
details related to 
the project that is 
very persuasive. 

Provides 
appropriate details 
related to the 
project that may 
contain errors and 
it satisfactorily 
persuasive. 

General or 
incomplete details 
related to the 
project that is 
somewhat 
persuasively. 

Limited or 
irrelevant details 
related to the 
project that is not 
persuasive. 

Development of 
Ideas 

The project shows 
an exceptionally in-
depth base of 
content and 
knowledge and 
includes thorough 
explanations. 

Project displays a 
very in-depth base 
of content and 
knowledge. 

Project displays 
only some in-depth 
content and 
knowledge, and 
the ideas are 
straight forward. 

Project appears to 
have insufficient 
in-depth content 
and knowledge, 
and contains 
limited ideas. 

Understanding of 
Significance 

Shows a strong 
understanding of 
the significance of 
the event. 

Shows a clear 
understanding of 
the significance of 
the event. 

Shows a limited 
understanding of 
the significance of 
the event. 

Shows little to no 
understanding of 
the significance of 
the event. 

Communication  Writing is clear, 
accurate, and 
effective with well-
organized ideas. 

Writing is 
satisfactory with 
only minor errors 
but does not 
interfere with the 
message. 

Writing is unclear 
and difficult to 
distinguish the 
message. 

Organization and 
Design 

 The project is 
exceptionally 
attractive in terms 
of design, layout, 
and neatness. 

The project is 
acceptably 
attractive though it 
may be a bit 
messy. 

The project is 
distractingly messy 
or very poorly 
designed. It is not 
attractive. 
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Directions: Before you begin your research project you will need to understand what 

each of the following terms means, especially in relation to the Cold War.  Using your 

textbook, or online sources, record a definition for each in the space provided. 

 

TERM DEFINITION 
 

BRINKMANSHIP 

 

 

 

DÉTENTE 

 

 

 

DETERRENCE 

 

 

 

ALIGNMENT 

 

 

 

CONTAINMENT 

 

 

 

EXPANSIONISM 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT TERMS OF 

THE COLD WAR 



 
© Copyright History Matters 2015. 

Social Studies     Name: ______________________________ 

 

 

 

Directions: Use the following chart as a place to gather your research information as you 

prepare to complete the project on your chosen or assigned event.  Record your source 

of information as well to show where you got the information from. 

What happened?  Provide an overview of the major events, people and dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did the event increase or decrease tensions between the US and Soviet Union?  

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

How did the event impact each of the United States and the Soviet Union?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is the event historically significant to the Cold War AND overall human history? 

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways does the event or policy represent: containment, expansionism, 

détente, brinkmanship, deterrence, alignment? (Your event/policy may only be one 

or several) 
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The intention of this resource is to allow students the opportunity to learn about the 

significant events and policies of the time period of the Cold War and to show their 

understanding in creative and innovative ways.  This is an excellent project to use at the 

beginning of a unit of study on the Cold War to allow your students to cover the Cold 

War. 

The resource begins with a handout that explains the expectations of the project.  At this 

point the students should have a general understanding of the Cold War and the time 

period they will be learning about.  I usually tell my students the timeframe and the overall 

“basic” history of the Cold War, including: the idea that they will be learning about a time 

in the 20th century when the United States and Soviet Union were in competition. 

The teacher should go over the project handout with the students, with special emphasis 

on the expectations and methods of research to be used.  Students typically create 

posters, PowerPoint’s or brochures on their chosen event, but the teacher can adjust 

based on the needs of the class.  The project handout details a list of 15 events from the 

Cold War that students can research for their projects.  The teacher could always allow 

the students to research different events not included on the list based on the needs of 

the teacher.   

The project could be carried out in a number of ways.  The teacher could have students 

choose any event of their choosing and each student could be tasked with the 

completing the project on their own.  Alternatively, the class could be divided in pairs or 

groups (depending on the size of the class) and each pair or group could be responsible 

for researching a different event.  Since there are 15 different events listed, this would 

allow for up to 15 different groups. 

Once students have chosen or been assigned an event for research, then the students 

should begin the process of researching.  Students should be allowed the opportunity to 

research from a variety of sources including library books, textbook(s) and online sources.  

Student research should focus on finding the information to the required elements of the 

project.  As far as the “required elements” go, the students should be able to find 

information for all of the points.  The fifth point requires students to explain the extent to 

which their event relates the six terms included on the “Important Terms” sheet.  It is 

important to note that depending on the events, only one or a few of these terms will 
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apply.  Therefore, it is the student’s responsibility to understand all six terms and be able 

to apply any relevant terms to their chosen topic.  Essentially, they should be expected 

to show their understanding of their event by applying and explaining how it relates to 

one (or several) of the terms.  If their event only applies to one term, then they need only 

mention that term and they can ignore the other five.  For example, the Cuban Missile 

Crisis is an example of brinkmanship.   

The teacher should start by having students complete the “Important Terms” page by 

either using their textbooks, online sources or by recording them from the teacher.  A 

teacher key has been included that the teacher can use to define the terms on the front 

board. 

The extent of the information that the teacher wants for the remaining required elements 

can depend on the teacher and the needs of the class. Depending on the students in 

my class I have asked some classes to provide simple point-form notes while I have asked 

others to provide detailed information for the required elements.  A chart has been 

included for students to record their required research information before being included 

on the project.  The teacher could require students to complete this chart with notes on 

the source of the information to have students practise recording their sources.  I 

sometimes use this chart as a sort of “entry ticket” requirement before the student can 

begin the process of creating the actual project in order to allow me the opportunity to 

check over their information. 

The following websites can be used for student research.  They include both text and 

videos and are excellent sources of information: 

 http://alphahistory.com/coldwar/cold-war-topics/ 

 http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cold-war-history  

Once students have completed their research, they should be provided time to 

complete their projects.  Again, students could be encouraged to complete this portion 

of the project in any manner of their choosing.  Once students are done creating their 

projects, the teacher could either have students present their projects to the class in order 

to facilitate discussion on many or all of the explorers or the teacher could set up the 

projects as part of a “Gallery Walk” and students could rotate from station to station as 

they view and record the information from each of the explorers.  Or the teacher could 

forgo this step altogether. 

There is an included rubric for assessing the project if the teacher so wishes. 

As a concluding activity, the teacher could facilitate an informal debate wherein 

student’s debate on which event they believe had the most significant impact on the 

Cold War. 

http://alphahistory.com/coldwar/cold-war-topics/
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cold-war-history
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Directions: Before you begin your research project you will need to understand what 

each of the following terms means, especially in relation to the Cold War.  Using your 

textbook, or online sources, record a definition for each in the space provided. 

 

TERM DEFINITION 
 

BRINKMANSHIP 

 

The act of pushing an international situation to the 

highest point of tension (brink of war). 

 

DÉTENTE 

 

A time during the Cold War in which tensions 

lessened through diplomacy. 

 

DETERRENCE 

 

A foreign policy strategy in which both 

superpowers deterred the other through strategic 

arms buildup and strategic alliances. 

 

ALIGNMENT 

 

An alliance or agreement.  During the Cold War 

some countries aligned themselves with either the 

USA or the Soviet Union. 

 

CONTAINMENT 

 

A foreign policy of containing the spread of 

communism around the world. 

 

EXPANSIONISM 

 

A foreign policy of acquiring control over more 

territory. 
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