
• Economic: mercantilism – policy 
where a nation (mother country) 
gained wealth by exporting more 
manufactured goods than it imported; 

• goal:  get gold & silver through trade

• Purpose of colonies was to enrich 
mother country

• Government: salutary neglect –
allowed colonies local self-rule

England’s Policies Toward Colonies



 Economic theory embraced by England, Spain, France, 
Netherlands, Portugal, etc. in the 16th Century 

 Nation’s goal was to acquire as much wealth as possible (gold 
or things that could turn into gold)

 Do this by exporting more than you import

 Achieve this “favorable balance of trade” by est. colonies

 Colonies ship raw materials to the “mother country”

 Mother country uses them to produce finished goods

 Mother country exports finished goods for gold







 Laws that helped England implement a mercantilist economic 
policy 

 Established specific rules for colonial trade

1. Trade to and from the colonies must be carried on English ships

2. All goods imported to the colonies had to first pass through 
English ports to be taxed

3. Many goods produced in the colonies could only be exported to 
England (enumerated goods)

4. Colonial manufacturing was limited

5. Colonies were forced to purchase manufactured goods from the 
mother country 





 What is it?

◦ England’s policy of allowing the colonies a certain degree of 
self-rule (i.e. the colonial governments could make their 
own local laws, taxes, etc.)

◦ England avoided strict enforcement of Parliamentary laws 

 What was this policy’s impact on the 13 colonies?

◦ The colonies developed their own local governments

 Provide some examples:

◦ Mayflower Compact

◦ Town Hall Meetings

◦ House of Burgesses 





































Examples of African cultures surviving and blending with European and Native 
American cultures include…

•Foodways
• Southern cuisine influenced by okra, watermelon, yams, rice, and even grits (preparation)

•Language 
• patterns such as Creole in Louisiana and Gullah in coastal Georgia and the Carolinas.

• Religion
• African animistic beliefs blended with elements of Christianity and Native American faiths, 

creating syncretic religions such as Santeria and Vodou 
•Architecture

• The “shotgun” style home has been traced to a dwelling style popular in Haiti and even 
further to a style of hut popular among the Yoruba people of western Africa. 

• Music
• Call and response techniques prevalent in work songs, spirituals, blues, soul, R&B, jazz…
• Banjo based on kora from West Africa 
















