Socialism & the Red Scare: Document A

* During WWI, Vladimir Lenin & the Bolsheviks
overthrew the czarist regime of Russia & established
the first communist nation, the USSR.

* Communism is an economic & political system based
on a single-party a dictatorship that strives for
equality for all citizens. To equalize wealth,
Communists seize private property & the
government assumes ownership of factories,
railroads, and businesses.

* Waving their symbolic red flag, Communists hoped
to inspire a worldwide revolution. Americans
became swept in a “Red Scare.”
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Socialism & the Red Scare: Document B

* The Socialist Party of America formed in 1901 by
Eugene Debs. By the First World War, the Debs had
grown the Socialist Party to over 70,000 members

* Debs was strongly against U.S. involvement in
WWI & published a newsletter encouraging
Americans to resist fighting in a “capitalists” war”

* Debs was convicted to a 10-year prison sentence
for violating the Espionage & Sedition Acts by
speaking out against the war & the draft

* As a result of the highly nationalistic climate of
America during the war, Socialism was seen as un-
American & the party never recovered
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Socialism & the Red Scare: Document C

* By WW]I, the Socialist Party had grown to 70,000
members including radicals & union workers who
wanted a socialist revolution in America.

e Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto called for
workers to seize political power, take control of
factories, & overthrow capitalism.

e During WWI, factory workers were pushed to
meet high production demands. Unions saw
membership double & organized more than 6,000
strikes out during the war.

* Every strike fueled the “Red Scare” & fears of a
Bolshevik-style socialist revolution in America.
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